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EPIDEMIC INFLUENZA. 
PREVALENCE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Reports received by the United States Public Health-Service since 
the last issue of the Public Health Reports indicate that4he epidemic 
is declining in a majority of the States. In some places conditions 
are approaching normal. A number of States report that the epi- 
demic has died out in the cities, but that the rural districts are still 
severely affected. In a few States it appears that the crest has not 
yet been reached. 

As reports of cases and deaths throughout the country continue to 
reach the Public Health Service the extent and severity of the 
epidemic become daily more manifest. Up to and including Octo- 
ber 26, a total of 86,045 deaths from influenza and pneumonia (all 
forms) since the beginning of the epidemic had been reported to the 
Public Health Service. This figure is incomplete, as it includes no 
report from some States and only partial reports from other States. 
In many States deaths for cities only have been included. No esti- 
mate of the total number of deaths which will be exacted by the 
epidemic or which have occurred up to the present time is possible. 

• The following statement is a summary of the more important 
reports of tho prevalence of influenza received since the last issue of 
the Public Health Reports : 1 

Alabama. — The epidemic was stated on October 29 to be stationary 
in Jefferson County, with a slight decrease in Talladega County and 
many other parts of the State. 

Arizona-.— Cases and deaths were reported in Arizona during the 
past week as follows: October 21, 334 and 21; 22, 388 and 26; 23, 
647 and 45; 24, 317 and 51; 25, 256 and 35; 26, 215 and 56; 27, 
181 and 28. On October 25 it was stated that production of tho 
mines was suffering somewhat because of the epidemic. 

» Unless otherwise stated, tho word "cases" refers to cases reported as influenza and the word "deaths" 
to deaths registered as being due to either influenza or pneumonia. 
89136'— 18 1 (1859) 
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Arkansas.- — Daily averages of reported cases for certain periods * 
are as follows: October 9-12, 4,668; 13-16, 1,823; 17-20, 1,770; 
21-24,992; 25-28, 927. 

California. — On October 29 it was stated that more than 80,000 
cases had been reported since the beginning of the epidemic. Daily 
averages of reported cases for certain periods are as follows : October 
13-16, 2,351; 17-20, 2,612; 21-24, 4,736; 25-28, 4,098. On Octo- 
ber 24 San Francisco passed an ordinance compelling every citizen to 
wear a four-thickness surgical gauze mask at all times out of doors 
and indoors at all times where there were more than two people in 
one room. The penalty for violation was made imprisonment and 
fine. 

Colorado.— On October 27 it was stated that the epidemic was most 
severe in the high, mountain towns. The epidemic had previously 
been reported to be abating east of the moun tains. The death rate 
has been high in the mines. 

Connecticut. — Up to October 29, 84,048 cases and 4,493 deaths 
had been-reportect in Connecticut. The epidemic in this State has 
been declining for more than a week. 

Delaware.— Since the last issue of the Public Health Reports, the 
situation in Delaware has been improving constantly. This improve- 
ment is stated to have commenced on October 13. 

District of Columbia. — The number of new cases reported is declin- 
ing rapidly. On October 25, 676 were reported; on the 26th,. 426; 
on the 27th, 325; on the 28th, 235. A total of 23,445 had been 
reported up to and including October 28. These eases may be 
distributed by four-day periods, as follows: October l-^, 875; 5-8, 
3,879; 9-12, 6,105; 13-16, 4,803; 17-20, 4,007; 21-24, 2,114; 25-28, 
1,662. 

Florida. — It was stated on October 24 that conditions were looking 
better from aH points and that the wave had hit Tampa last. 

Georgia. — Recent daily reports from Georgia are: October 27, 974 
new cases and 40 deaths; 28th, 762 new cases and 29 deaths; 29th, 
1,153 new cases and 26 deaths. For the week ended October 26, 
235 cases were reported from Augusta. 

Idaho. — For the week ended October 12, one place reported 43 eases ; 
for the week ended October 19, eight places reported 461 cases; for 
the week ended October 26, eight places reported 727 cases (for five 
days). On October 29, 80 cases and 2 deaths were reported. 

Illinois. — On October 26 it was reported that the epidemic was 
abating in the northern portion, at or just beyond the crest in the 
central portion, and developing rapidly in the southern portion. 

• The dally' averages given here and in other parts of this report are based on daily reports received! by 
the Public Health Service. In securing the averages, days for which no reports were received have been 
disregarded. 
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Rural sections and coal-mining districts were said to have been 
hard hit. It was thought that the crest had been reached in Chicago. 
For the week ended October 19 Chicago reported 12,117 cases and 
2,106 deaths; for the week ended October 26 Chicago reported 
11,846 cases and 2,367 deaths. 

Indiana. — On October 28 the situation was stated to be improving 
in the northern counties. For the week ended October 19, 16,170 
cases were reported 1 ; for the week ended October 26, 9,666 cases 
were reported. ' Indianapolis reports for recent weeks are: Week 
ended October 12, 1,510 (four days); week ended October 19, 1,881; 
week ended October 26, 4,095. 

Iowa. — Daily averages of reported cases for certain periods are as 
follows: October 17-20, 2,613; 21-24, 2,119; 25-28, 1,292. On 
October 29, 1,158 new cases and 12 deaths were reported. For the 
week ended October 12 Des Moines reported 562 cases and 7 deaths- 
for the week ended October 19, 731 cases and 13 deaths; for the week 
ended October 26, 459 cases and 8 deaths (six days). 

Kansas. — With a few exceptions in the large industrial centers, all 
communities were stated on October 28 to have reported an abate- 
ment, both in the severity and number of the cases. For the week 
endod October 5, 1,327 cases were reported; for the next week, 
10,569 cases; for the next week, 14,892 cases; and for the week ended 
October 26, 10,840 cases. 

Kentucky. — It was stated on October 27 that the situation in 
central and western Kontuckj^ remained good, but that the situation 
in Carter, Breathitt, and Harlan Counties and around the mining 
camps was bad. 

Louisiana. — Daily averages of reported cases for the weeks of 
October 6-12 and 21-27 were 2,247 and 2,806, respectively. On 
October 29, 2,491 cases and 99 deaths were reported, exclusive of 
Lake Charles. During the week ended October 26, Now Orleans 
reported 13,810 cases and 813 deaths. Both cases and deaths 
declined during the week. 

Maine. — On October 29, 1,559 new cases were reported, 1,187 of 
these from Bangor. Hie epidemic was stated on October 25 to be 
abating at Portland. From September 14 to October 23, 3,226 cases 
were reported in this city. Cases for the State by weeks are as follows : 
Week ended September 28, 900; following week, 1,000; following 
week, 4,168; following week, 1,470; week ended October 26, 6,754. 

Maryland. — On October 27, the epidemic was reported to be abating 
in nearly all parts of Maryland. The daily averages for reported cases 
in Baltimore for the past three weeks are, respectively, 1,386,746,395. 

Massachusetts. — The decline of the epidemic io Boston is indicated 
by the following record of deaths for the weeks ended September 14 

' In both cases reports for five days only were received. These figures are exclusive of Indianapolis. 
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to October 26, respectively, 46, 265, 775, 1,216, 1,027, 589, 194. 
On October 27, Boston reported 18 deaths; on the 28th, 26. 

Michigan. — On October 29, 2,200 new cases were reported, ex- 
clusive of Detroit. This figure may be compared with the daily aver- 
ages for October 21-24 and 25-28, which were 3,609 and 2,741, 
respectively. From October 1 to 18, inclusive, 11,083 cases were 
reported; for the week ended October 26, 21,541 cases were reported. 

Minnesota. — Up to and including October 28, about 50,000 cases 
had been reported in the State. It was stated on October 26 that the 
epidemic was abating in many places and that the general situation 
was favorable. At that time the epidemic was stated to be most 
severe at St. Cloud. Cases were reported for the last three weeks as 
1,390, 6,757, and 26,853, respectively. 

Mississippi. — Estimates of the number of cases occurring on Oc- 
tober-^, 28,. and 29 are 6,700, 6,000, and 6,020, respectively. Daily 
averages of reported cases for recent four-day periods are as follows: 
October 17-20, 4,263; 21-24, 4,844; 25-28, 2,535. 

Missouri. — On October 24 it was stated that conditions were some- 
what worse in most parts of the State, and on October 28 that the 
disease was spreading to the rural districts. From October 26 to 28, 
inclusive, 871 new cases and 68 deaths were reported in St. Louis. 
Reported cases and deaths for the three weeks ended October 26 in 
St. Louis are: 1,904 and 42; 4,043 and 135; 3,890 and 271. Deaths 
in Kansas City per week from the week ended September 14 to that 
ended October 26 are, respectively, 5, 0, 10, 36, 96, 165, and 206. 

Montana. — Incomplete reports of cases for the past three weeks are, 
respectively, 2,000, 3,579, and 6,046, indicating that the prevalence 
of the disease has been increasing in this State. 

Nebraska, — For the week ended October 26, 20,835 cases and 1,495 
deaths were reported. On October 27, 2,557 new cases and 94 deaths 
were reported; on the 28th, 1,919 new cases and 37 deaths; on the 
29th,' 3,309 new cases and 41 deaths. 

Nevada. — For the week ended October 26, 369 cases and 24 deaths 
were reported in Nevada. 

New Hampshire. — During the past four weeks deaths have been 
reported as follows by a few New Hampshire towns: 98, 393, 52, 53, 
respectively. 

New Jersey. — Up to and including October 19, 3,713 deaths had 
been reported; during the following week 1,557 deaths were reported. 
For the week ended October 19, 77,215 cases were reported, and 
for last' week 30,317 were reported. Cases reported in Jersey City 
for the week ended October 20 were: 14th, 1,583; 15th, 685; 16th, 
770; 17*h, 577; 18th, 542; 19th, 300; 2pth, 58. 

New Mexico. — It was reported on October 27 that conditions were 
improving in the towns of Alamogordo, Clovis, and Gallup, but were 
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still serious in Mora, Socorro, and Taos Counties. For the past four 
weeks deaths have been reported, respectively, as 1, 43, 194, and 94. 

New York.— From October 1 to 26, inclusive, 7,757 deaths were 
recorded for New York State, exclusive of New York City. In New 
York City deaths have been recorded for the past five weeks as 
follows: 161, 739, 2,082, 4,217, 5,158; total, 12,357. Cases have been 
reported in New York City as follows for the past six weeks: 127, 
1,294, 7,197, 21,059, 32,884, and 30,736. 

North Carolina. — A general improvement for the State was noted 
on October 29. It was stated that unless bad weather sets in the 
severest part of the epidemic would be passed by November 2, except 
in the rural regions and in the mountains. Most counties west of 
Raleigh were stated to show an increase ; most of those east to show 
a decrease. On October 29, 1,937 cases were reported for the State. 

North Dakota. — On October 27, 174 new cases and 7 deaths wero 
reported; on the 28th, 190 new cases; on the 29th, 328 now cases and 
30 deaths. 

Ohio. — The epidemic is reported to be abating somewhat. Up to 
October 28, 175,000 cases had been reported. Conditions were 
stated on October 27 to be serious in mining districts and some 
centers such as Cleveland. 

Oklahoma. — On October 29, the situation was stated to be improv- 
ing. It was previously reported that the epidemic was declining in 
cities, but growing worse in rural districts. For the week ended 
October 26, the daily average of reported cases was 3,319. On 
October 28, 1,044 cases, and on October 29, 1,080 cases were reported. 

Oregon. — For the week ended October 19, 2,330 cases and 32 deaths 
were reported, and for the following week 2,745 cases (no report for 
Oct. 25) and 122 deaths were reported. For the week of September 
28 it had been stated that there was no case to report. Incomplete 
reports for October 28 and 29 were, respectively, 830 new cases and 
37 deaths, and 559 new cases and 30 deaths. 

Pennsylvania. — For the State as a whole the peak for deaths was 
apparently reached on October 16; for Philadelphia it was reached 
on the 15th. A rapid decline in the number of deaths has taken place 
in Pliiladelphia. Deaths reported for the State, exclusive of Phila- 
delphia, during the past four weeks were, respectively, 573, 1,765, 
5,026, and 5,210,' and for Philadelphia itself were, respectively, 1,625, 
3,060, 4,218, 2,081.' Up to and including October 25, 23,960 deaths 
had been reported for the State as a whole. 

Rhode Island. — During the past week Rhode Island has reported 
about 50 deaths a day. 

South Carolina. — The following statement in regard to the situation 
was made on October 29: "All reports indicate continued improve- 

' For five days only. 
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ment throughout the State. The most significant improvement is 
becoming manifest in the Northern Peedee and Santee River sec- 
tions. Reports from Clarendon, Williamsburg, and Georgetown 
Counties show that the epidemic is under control there. It is esti- 
mated that 80,000 cases have occurred. The deaths have probably 
numbered 3,000 or less. Accurate figures on deaths are not avaU- 
able. Mortality varies greatly in different sections, but where care- 
fully reported averages from 30 to 50 per cent of pneumonia cases. 
The low rate is probably due to the diagnosis of bronchial involve- 
ment as pneumonia. The present status is more encouraging than 
at any time since the outbreak." 

South Dakota. — During the past five weeks cases have been re- 
ported from South Dakota as follows: 77,288, 1,496, 6,432, 6,906, 
respectively. For October 27, 314 new cases and 9 deaths were 
reported and for October 28, 1,058 new cases and 37 deaths. 

Tennessee.— On October 27 it was stated that conditions were better 
in mining camps generally and that reports from rural communities 
in a few counties indicated that the disease was not yet prevalent at 
these points. For the weeks ended October 19 and 26 cases and 
deaths were reported as follows: 3,754 cases and 262 deaths, and 
6,953 cases and 395 deaths, respectively. 

Texas. — Up to and including October 29, 106,978 cases had been 
reported in the State and 2,181 deaths had been reported in cities. 
On October 24 it was reported that 72,210 cases and 1,367 deaths 
had been recorded. 

Utah. — On October 29 it was reported that the epidemic wa-s 
decreasing greatly in the large majority of communities outside of 
Salt Lake City and Ogden. For the week ended October 26 (reports 
for five days) 864 cases and 73 deaths were reported for these two 
cities. On October 27, 126 cases and 12 deaths and on the 28th 
177 cases and 13 deaths were reported for these cities. 

Vermont. — It was reported on October 28 that the situation was 
much improved and that most towns were then entirely normal. 

Virginia. — It was stated on October 26 that the situation was 
gradually improving. 

Washington. — For the week ended October 19, 7,349 cases were 
reported and for the following week 5,322 cases. For the past three 
weeks Seattle has reported cases and deaths, respectively, as 2,652 
and 33; 2,169 and 77; 2,215 and 158. On October 29," 1,518 new 
cases and 112 deaths were reported for the State, the figures for 
Seattle being 295 and 39. respectively. 

West Virginia. — On October 26 it was stated that conditions in 
cities were improving and that a slight improvement was noticeable 
in small towns. On the following day it was reported that the coal- 
mining sections still formed the greatest problem. 
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Wisconsin. — On October 28 it was stated that the situation in 
southern Wisconsin was clearing up, but that the disease was ex- 
pected to spread further in the northern part of the State. Ex- 
clusive of Milwaukee, 3,379 cases were reported for the week ended 
October 19 and 4,109 (six, days) for the following week. Milwau- 
kee's figures were 2,117 and 2,056, respectively. Deaths in Mil- 
waukee were reported as 65 for the week ended October 19 and 139 
for the following week. 

Wyoming. — It was reported on October 23 that the epidemic ap- 
peared to be subsiding except in districts recently invaded. 



RESERVE OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. 

SENATE JOINT EESOLUTION 63 (65th Cong., 2d sess.}, To establish a reserve of the. Public 

Health Service. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States offimcrka 
in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of securing a reserve for duty in the Public 
Health Service in time of national emergency there shall be organized, under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, under such rules and regulations as the 
President shall prescribe, a reserve of the Public Health Service. The President 
alone shall be authorized to appoint and commission as officers in the said reserve 
Buch citizens as, upon examination prescribed by the President, shall be found 
physically, mentally, and morally qualified to hold such commissions, and said com- 
missions shall be in force for a period of five years, unless sooner terminated in the dis- 
cretion of the President, but commission in said reserve shall not exempt the holder 
from military or naval service: 

Provided, That the officers commissioned under this act, none of whom shall have 
rank above that of Assistant Surgeon General, shall be distributed in the several grades 
in the same proportion as now obtains among the commissioned medical officers of the 
United States Public Health Service, and shall at all times be subject to call to active 
duty by the Surgeon General, and when on such active duty shall receive the same 
pay and allowances as are now provided by law and regulation for the commissioned 
medical officers in the said regular commissioned Medical Corps. (Approved Oct. 27, 
1918.) 

For some time it has been felt that the United States Public 
Health Service should have at its disposal a permanent reserve, on 
which it could draw in time of emergency such as that presented 
by the present epidemic of influenza. Moreover, it seomod desirable 
to provide for the commissioning, as reserve officers in the Public 
Health Service, of men whose work through experience gained in 
other fields would be of great service to the Federal health au- 
thorities. 

With the numerous demands mado on the Public Health Service 
during the present epidemic, attention was again called to a joint 
resolution (S. J. Res. 63) pending in Congress since June, 1917. In the 
form reproduced herewith this resolution was agreed to by the House 



